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	January 2010

	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	[image: image2.wmf]
	1

Papillion Women's AA 1:00 PM Starr Hall
	2

	3 

Second Sunday after Christmas

Joyful Mission Korean Church  2:00-5:00 PM


	4

Guest & New Members

7:00 PM Sunday School Room

NA Meeting 

8:00 PM Starr Hall
	5

Eucharist 11:00 AM


	6 

Epiphany 

Covered Dish  6:30 PM

Service 7:30 PM

AA Meeting 

8:00 PM Starr Hall
	7 

Yoga 9:30 AM Starr Hall

Letting Go Letting Be

7:30 PM  Church

Choir

7:30 PM Starr Hall
	8

Papillion Women's AA 

1:00 PM Starr Hall
	9

	10

 The Baptism of our Lord
Joyful Mission Korean Church  2:00-5:00 PM


	11

NA Meeting 

8:00 PM Starr Hall


	12

Eucharist 11:00 AM

Vestry 

7:30 PM Starr Hall
	13

AA Meeting 

8:00 PM Starr Hall
	14 

Yoga 9:30 AM Starr Hall

Letting Go Letting Be

7:30 PM  Church

Choir

7:30 PM Starr Hall
	15 

Papillion Women's AA

1:00 PM Starr Hall

Pray and Pub with Pete Evensong  7:00 PM
	16

	17 

Second Sunday after the Epiphany

Joyful Mission Korean Church  2:00-5:00 PM


	18

NA Meeting 

8:00 PM Starr Hall


	19

Eucharist 11:00 AM


	20

AA Meeting 

8:00 PM Starr Hall
	21 

Yoga 9:30 AM Starr Hall

Letting Go Letting Be

7:30 PM  Church

Choir

7:30 PM Starr Hall
	22

Papillion Women's AA 

1:00 PM Starr Hall
	23

	24 Third Sunday after the Epiphany

9:30 AM Single Service

ANNUAL MEETING

Joyful Mission Korean Church  2:00-5:00 PM


	25

NA Meeting 

8:00 PM Starr Hall


	26

Eucharist 11:00 AM


	27

AA Meeting 

8:00 PM Starr Hall
	28 

Yoga 9:30 AM Starr Hall

Letting Go Letting Be

7:30 PM  Church

Choir

7:30 PM Starr Hall
	29

Papillion Women's AA 

1:00 PM Starr Hall
	30

	31 

The Presentation of Our Lord Jesus Christ at the Temple

Joyful Mission Korean Church  2:00-5:00 PM
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January/February 2010





Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,





Advent is always dear to my heart since it was the First Sunday of Advent in 1994 that I first arrived at Saint Peter’s to serve among you. It was a glorious morning to celebrate the 25-year ministry of The Reverend Raymond Heron Jr. at Saint Peter’s, and a chance to see in Starr Hall just why we are known as Saint Eaters!





This is a season in the church year that has several layers of meaning. The First Sunday of Advent is the first day of the New Year for the Church Calendar – it is our New Year’s Day. As such it is a time of both Reflection and New Beginnings. Looking back over the past year it has been a busy and important one for our Community of Christ. We have successfully re-made the structure of both Sunday Mornings and our Ordained Ministry Team – a new service schedule to meet the needs of today’s families, and the newly fashioned Co-Rectorship of Mary Marguerite and myself. This has made it possible to continue to have two clergy on-hand to serve the parish and the wider community that turns to Saint Peter’s for support and assistance.





Although Advent is thought to be about preparing for Christmas, its deeper meaning lies in preparing ourselves for Christ’s promise return! You may have seen the bumper sticker, “Jesus is coming – everyone look busy!” Oddly enough this is an Advent theme – are we doing the work Jesus did, and greater works than he did? In John chapter 14 this is how Jesus defines our job description. 





So Advent has long been a time in the bleak mid-winter to reflect on just how we are doing as disciples of Jesus Christ, and what we need to change and/or do to get on track with what He expects from us. This is serious business, best done within a community of like-minded disciples who can be supportive and at the same time hold one another accountable to be doing the work Jesus calls us to do.





It is a blessing that Saint Peter’s has grown to be a place where everyone can find a place to be about the work of Jesus Christ, both in the parish and beyond our parish walls. May this Advent season be a season of discovery and preparation – discover the person God is calling you to become, and prepare a place within your life and your heart so that when Jesus returns He will recognize your heart as His home!





Merry Christmas,


Fr. Kirk Alan Kubicek





�





Co-Rector’s Corner
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Upcoming Dates:


January 6


Epiphany





January 15


Pray and Pub


 with Pete





January 24 


Annual Meeting & Chili Cook Off





January 31


Candlemas





February 16


Mardi Gras





February 17


Ash Wednesday


 


February 19


Stations of the Cross





February 26


Stations of the Cross














�


Noah Clay





Getting to Know You 





Our youth continue to introduce the people in and around St. Peter’s.  For this issue, Noah Clay interviewed Gina Arents.  Noah thought up the questions and recently sat down to talk with Gina,.  Here are highlights of that interview – things you always wanted to know about our Deacon.





Noah: How long have you been a member at St. Peter’s?


Gina Since 1997.





Noah: How long have you been a deacon?


Gina: 8 and a half years.





Noah: How long have you been a deacon at St. Peter’s?


Gina: Since the summer of 2004.





Noah: Why did you become a deacon in the Church?





Gina: I felt the ministry of God was calling me and I have always been passionate about helping people free themselves from their problems.





Noah: How do you become of Deacon in the Episcopal Church?





Gina: There is a 2-year discernment process, then you apply to the Commission of Ministry.  If you are recommended by the Commission, you go through 3 years of training.





Noah: What are the duties of a Deacon?





Gina: I read the Gospel, lead confessions, set up the altar, help with Communion; if needed, clear the table after Communion and lead the dismissals after the service.





Noah: What is your favorite time of year at the church and why?








Gina: My favorite time of year is Easter. It is a joyful time in the Church and it has the best music.





Noah: If you could make a wish, what would your wish be for St. Peter’s?





Gina: That it continues to become a more spiritual place





Noah: What is your favorite charity?





Gina: Heifer International, where you train people to care for and benefit from animals.  When those animals produce offspring, the people pass them on as gifts to help other needy families.





Noah: What is your favorite part of being a Deacon?





Gina The opportunity to share God’s love and mine to the people I work with.





St. Peter’s Parish


 At Ellicott Mills 
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Our Ministries - Route 1








This article was written by Suzzone Sage a member of our parish and a leader in our ministry at Route 1. 





In late spring 2008 Phil Shaw told me about a group of people who had gone into the woods off Route One in Howard County to take food to homeless people living there. These adventurers in Christ also asked the homeless people what resources, services they themselves would like to have. The upshot of those visits was renting the top part of a building on Route One near Route 32. Here, three days a week, people without resources are offered a hot meal, a place to shower and do laundry, advice on how to work through a bureaucracy to get help they need, the use of a computer, and a variety of other services.


This whole ministry resonated with me - I loved the idea of getting to be with some homeless people to get to know them as persons, not as a "category." I thought through what role I might like to play there. It came to me that cooking a meal for 30 people once a month would be a wonderful outreach ministry for "St. Eater's!" I was delighted with the initial response from parishioners. I suggested a menu that included turkey breast- simple, nutritious, filling, and a reminder of Thanksgiving meals which signify abundance. The Thanksgiving concept also reminded me of the Eucharist where all of God's children are called to join in a marvelous feast.  





Our meal has become very popular. We are always complimented and thanked and often are asked when we are serving again at other times.  Our guest list has jumped from 20 - 30 people to more like 30 - 50 people although it varies a lot.





Over 25 volunteers from St. Peter's contribute our twenty-first version of "fishes and loaves" to this venture. Some people participate each time, some occasionally.  Some of us staff the kitchen at the Center that day, setting up, serving, and cleaning up for the First Monday's Meal of the month.  





The most amazing individuals some are the friends we serve, some volunteers, and a couple are staff members.  Among the friends, there is a young man whose smile lights up the room, some who reach out for a hug, several who pitch in to serve more than to be served. There are people whose grim stories make one want to cringe but whose resilience and faith instead make one look up in awe.  Many of the friends have addictions which they may still be fighting.  Most are estranged from family. Many live in fear of being robbed or attacked.  Some of these people are "difficult" - just as some of us at church are. 





The humility and simplicity exhibited by different individuals is a lesson in what life is about.  The ingenuity is incredible. People create jobs for themselves because there are no other ones for them.  I personally have benefitted from Ava's and John's car detailing business and Kathleen's car service.  





In conversations with our friends there I have heard stories about addiction, neglect, prison, depression, attacks - mind-numbing things that we read or hear about as if they occurred in "a galaxy far, far away" instead of around the corner.





I find I can certainly relate to some of the struggles but realize how very, very fortunate I have been in my life not to have to face most of these circumstances every day.  I meet Jesus and his disciples at the Center each time I go there.  There are people from all walks of life there because one may never know if the person is a "friend" or a volunteer; labels are discouraged; there are no name tags to slot people into a category.  One of the drug stories came from a parent whose child struggled with heroin addiction - the parent is a minister.  It's like living a version of the New Testament where the desperate and despised are mixed with the successful and approved and those "tags" just don't mean much.





When I was wondering with a staff member about how some of these friends were able to cope with their problems, he said that they often look to us for examples. I had to tell him that my experience was just the opposite - I felt their coping skills were an example to me.





The Holy Spirit blows where it will - and it continually wafts through the Route One Center for the Homeless.





If you would like to help with this ministry please contact Phil Shaw Vestry Liaison for Outreach psshaw@verizon.net





As St. Peter’s continues to lessen its carbon footprint and save the church money, beginning with the March/April issue, Bread for the Journey will be sent electronically to everyone who has an email address on file with the church.  If you have an email address, you will no longer receive a printed edition of the newsletter unless you specifically request to do so. If you have not given your email address to the church and would like to receive the electronic version of the newsletter, please send a note to admin@stpetersec.org and give us the address you would like to use. Those members of the congregation that do not have an email address will continue to receive the newsletter via US mail.  
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�
February 2010�
�
Sunday�
Monday�
Tuesday�
Wednesday�
Thursday�
Friday�
Saturday�
�
��
1


Guest & New Members


7:00 PM 


Sunday School Room





NA Meeting 


8:00 PM Starr Hall�
2


Eucharist 11:00 AM


�
3


AA Meeting 


8:00 PM Starr Hall�
4


Yoga 9:30 AM Starr Hall





Letting Go Letting Be


7:30 PM  Church





Choir


7:30 PM Starr Hall�
5


Papillion Women's AA 


1:00 PM Starr Hall�
6�
�
7 


Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany





Joyful Mission Korean Church  2:00-5:00 PM


�
8


NA Meeting 


8:00 PM Starr Hall


�
9


Eucharist 11:00 AM





Vestry 7:30 PM Starr Hall�
10


AA Meeting 


8:00 PM Starr Hall�
11


Yoga 9:30 AM Starr Hall





Letting Go Letting Be


7:30 PM  Church





Choir


7:30 PM Starr Hall�
12


Papillion Women's AA 


1:00 PM Starr Hall�
13�
�
14 


Last Sunday after Epiphany





Joyful Mission Korean Church  2:00-5:00 PM


�
15


NA Meeting 


8:00 PM Starr Hall


�
16 


Eucharist 11:00 AM








Mardi Gras 6:00 PM�
17 


AA Meeting 


8:00 PM Starr Hall





Ash Wednesday


7 am Noon 7 pm


 �
18


Yoga 9:30 AM Starr Hall





Letting Go Letting Be


7:30 PM  Church





Choir


7:30 PM Starr Hall�
19 


Papillion Women's AA 


1:00 PM Starr Hall





Stations of the Cross


7:00 PM Church�
20�
�
21


 First Sunday in Lent





Joyful Mission Korean Church  2:00-5:00 PM


�
22


NA Meeting 


8:00 PM Starr Hall


�
23


Eucharist 11:00 AM


�
24


AA Meeting 


8:00 PM Starr Hall�
25


Yoga 9:30 AM Starr Hall





Letting Go Letting Be


7:30 PM  Church





Choir


7:30 PM Starr Hall�
26


Papillion Women's AA 


1:00 PM Starr Hall





Stations of the Cross


7:00 PM Church�
27�
�
28 


Second Sunday in Lent





Joyful Mission Korean Church  2:00-5:00 PM


�
��
�









Stained Glass Restoration
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This story is by Guy Hager a long time member of St. Peter’s and coordinator of our restoration effort.


I am writing to tell you about a new, exciting and wonderful project to preserve and restore the nine stained glass windows that contribute so much to the character and charm of St. Peter’s Episcopal Church at Ellicott Mills. 


We have raised about two-thirds of the funds needed to accomplish this task, which will cost about $10,500 with the work being done by a nationally known company – Associated Crafts. Each of the eight smaller windows require about $800 of work primarily resealing and recovering the exterior glass as the windows currently have moisture accumulating between the interior glass and exterior plastic covering because the vents have failed. The most expensive element, costing nearly $5000, is for the largest window representing St. Peter. One section of this window will need to be removed and flattened. Other preservation efforts will also be needed to strengthen the window, including adding new wood molding, which was destroyed by years of roof leaks now corrected.


In 1940, when St. Peter’s Church was being rebuilt, rising from the ashes of the old church that burned in 1939, nine unique, stained glass windows where installed honoring many long-time and faithful clergy and congregants. Now after nearly 70 years, it is time to preserve and restore all of these windows for current and future church members to enjoy.


The windows at St. Peter’s Church are not Tiffany glass, but our windows, if we had to replace them now, would cost about $85,000. Since these windows contribute so much to the hominess and warm feeling at St. Peter’s during worship services, it is well worth the investment to extend their life for at least another 70 years. So please consider joining your friends at St. Peter’s to help restore and preserve our stained windows and join us sometime this spring to celebrate and rededicate the windows. Contributions can be sent to the church. Be sure to note your contribution is for the window project.


�











Bread for the Journey
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Pete’s Post 





January/February 2010
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Treasurer’s Report








The church deficit through 2009 has been:





End of 2008: $12K


March 2009: $51K


June 2009: $55K


Sept 2009: $53K


Nov 2009: $53K





Our deficit has been consistent throughout the year. As you may recall, the first three months of the year presented financial challenges with two of the rental properties being vacated for several months causing reduced income while at the same time increasing expenses to fix several issues with those properties.





The projected year-end deficit is $40-45K which is the same as my report in Oct. The financial committee is thoroughly reviewing our expenses so hopefully, we’ll be able to continue to reduce the deficit for 2010.





John Francis


St Peters Treasurer





A Greener Newsletter





Come to Evensong celebrating the Feast of the Confession of St. Peter Friday January 15 at 7:00 PM. Following the service we will go to dinner at Bare Bones. What could be better than PRAYING & PUBBING WITH PETE?





PRAYING & PUBBING WITH PETE!








Happy Holidays to All !





A brief message from the Financial Stewardship Committee as we wind down the Pledge Campaign for 2010 thanks from us to all of you who support this church in so many ways.  It’s what keeps us together as a congregation, and we appreciate it.





A little history: the Financial Stewardship Committee was re- formed about 11 months ago, to help the Vestry and the Treasurer manage our resources and chart an investment path that reflects our priorities and “soul” as a congregation.  There are 5 of us, including the Treasurer, and our “job” is 2-fold: to ensure that there IS a St. Peter’s Episcopal Church on this site for years and generations to come, and to support missions and ministries that feed OUR soul as a congregation, as well as those around us in need.


Where the ecclesiastical and secular intersect (which is everywhere in THIS life), money is often necessary: even churches have bills to pay.  Not everyone may be aware of this, but in addition to our church building proper, we own several acres of land, 3 housing units, a “barn”, and even a street.  Some of it is income-producing, some of it is taxable property, and ALL of it needs maintenance from time to time – sometimes expensively.  We have utilities to pay for, trash to get rid of, regular cleaning to be done, professional clergy, a staff, and expendable office supplies  (your weekly bulletin, for example) – all mandatory expense.  We also have discretionary expenses: missions and ministries to support, to meet the spiritual and pastoral needs of both our congregation and those we serve.  It isn’t a lot, but some resources, wisely spent, are very helpful to launch and sustain those ministries.





The FS Committee has just completed a review of traditional mandatory and discretionary expenses, and has recommended a proposed budget to the Vestry.  The Vestry will consider it, possibly shape it further, and vote on it at the January meeting.  The FS Committee will work with the Treasurer to monitor the reality of actual income versus expenses, and help to frame and guide resource decisions as the year plays out.  The Committee will also work to roll out an initial Stewardship project, which will focus on creating a strategic endowment to sustain the church over the long haul, rather than day-in/day-out operational expenses.


So, there’s a lot going on, much of it behind the scenes; hopefully, this note has shed a little light on some of the back-stage goings on.  We will probably want to recruit 1-2 people for the Committee next year, so please think about whether that’s an area you might consider getting involved in.





Hope this finds you well and nearly (!) ready for Christmas with your families and hope to see you at the Christmas services.





Tom Baxter


Vestry Liaison and FS Committee Chairman (pro-tem)





Financial Stewardship





In the last issue of the newsletter, we asked you "Why is there a candle hanging over the altar area that seems to always be lit.?  What does it mean and where did the idea to have such a candle come from?"  Now for the answer:


At St. Peter’s, this one lamp is continually burning before the tabernacle, not only as an ornament of the altar, but for the purpose of worship. The sanctuary lamp is placed before the tabernacle or aumbry in Roman Catholic, Old Catholic, and Anglican churches as a sign that the Blessed Sacrament is reserved or stored. Other Christian denominations burn the lamp to show that the light of Christ always burns in a sin-darkened world.


The idea for the lamp comes to us from the Hebrew Scriptures.  In Exodus 27:20-21, Good said: “You shall further command the Israelites to bring you pure oil of beaten olives for the light, so that a lamp may be set up to burn regularly. In the tent of meeting, outside the curtain that is before the covenant…”


Such sanctuary or tabernacle lamps are often colored red.  This red color distinguishes this light from other lights within the church.   Since we are talking about the color red, let’s go to another question involving that color.


Why is the front door at St. Peter’s (and most Episcopal churches) painted red?  Check back in the March/April issue of the newsletter for the answer.
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